	[image: image1.png]



 

For Immediate Release:


Contact: Keith Dailey

Monday, May 14, 2007

            614 644-0957/614 506-4949






Keith.Dailey@governor.ohio.gov
 
Governor Appoints Connie Zemmelman to Lucas County Court of Common Pleas, Juvenile Division

Columbus, Ohio – Governor Ted Strickland announced today the appointment of Connie Zemmelman to fill a vacancy on the Lucas County Court of Common Pleas, Juvenile Division.  

“Connie’s career has been marked by professionalism, high standards and a commitment to serving families,” Strickland said. “Her service to the people of Lucas County makes her well-suited for this position.”

 

Zemmelman fills a seat on the Lucas County Court of Common Pleas, Juvenile Division that was vacated when Judge James Ray retired.  Zemmelman’s term as judge begins effective June 4. The term of the juvenile court appointment will extend until January 2, 2009.

 

Zemmelman, 52, brings more than 25 years of legal experience to the Lucas County court.

 

Zemmelman has worked in private practice since 1998 with concentrations on adoption, juvenile and probate law. Since 2004, Zemmelman has run her own law office; she was previously a partner in the Toledo law firm of Britz and Zemmelman from 1998 to 2003.

 

Zemmelman served as magistrate for Lucas County Probate Court from 1994-1997. Her responsibilities included overseeing adoption clerks, assisting the judge in adoption hearings and teaching changes in adoption law to staff and local attorneys.

 

From 1987-1994, Zemmelman worked as the staff attorney for the University of Toledo College of Law Legal Clinic. She served as an associate at Britz and Zemmelman from 1982-1987 and as clerk/bailiff for Judge Reno R. Riley, Jr., in the Lucas County Court of Common Pleas from 1979-1980.

 

Zemmelman received her bachelor’s degree from Bowling Green State University in 1976 and her juris doctor from the University of Toledo College Law in 1981. 

Zemmelman was chosen by colleagues for a listing in “The Best Lawyers in America” for her work in family-related areas of law. She is a member of several community and professional organizations, including the Toledo Bar Association, Ohio State Bar Association, Lucas County Bar Association and the University of Toledo Law Alumni Association. 

 

“Serving on the juvenile court will be a rewarding and challenging way to continue helping families in Lucas County,” Zemmelman said. “I am excited to have this opportunity.”

Governor Strickland selected Zemmelman through Ohio’s new judicial selection process, in which members of the Ohio Judicial Appointments Recommendation Panel (OJARP) evaluate the qualifications of applicants for judicial vacancies and then make non-binding recommendations to the governor based on their evaluations. OJARP is currently working to fill judicial vacancies in Montgomery and Stark Counties. 
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